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Foreword Helina Chan

Spring Rhapsody is a 
celebration of new beginnings. 
Bringing together 25 works by 
five Chinese artists — Zhang 
Jian-Jun, Lui Chun Kwong, 
Huang Yuanqing, Xue Song and 
Jin Jie, the show offers a unique 
take on the endless possibilities 
of mediums and concepts. 

Hailing from Shanghai, China, 
Zhang Jian-Jun (b.1955) is one 
of the most disciplined and gifted 
contemporary Asian artists of 
our time. Zhang graduated from 
the Shanghai Drama Institute’s 
Fine Arts Department in 1978. 
He moved to and worked in New 
York City in the mid-’80s. Today, 
Zhang is an Adjunct Professor 
at the Fine Arts Department of 
New York University, Shanghai. 
Widely regarded as a trailblazer 
in Chinese abstract art, Zhang 
Jian-Jun’s bold experiments 
span across paintings, 
installations, sculptures and 
mixed media works. Drawing on 

Daoist and Zen philosophies, 
his metaphysical sculpture 
showcased in this exhibition is a 
reflection of the passage of time 
and presence. Zhang has held 
many solo-exhibitions and over 
100 group-exhibitions in China, 
the United States and other 
parts of Asia and Europe. His 
works are collected permanently 
in JP Morgan (Hong Kong), 
International Artists Museum, 
Lodz (Poland), Shanghai Art 
Museum (China), Shenzhen 
Art Institute, Shenzhen (China), 
Guangdong Museum of Art, 
Guangzhou (China), the Dow 
Jones Company, New Jersey 
(U.S.A.), Djerassi Foundation 
Collection, California (U.S.A.), 
Yuz Museum, Shanghai 
(China), Frederick R. Weisman 
Foundation of Art, California 
(U.S.A.), Brooklyn Museum, 
New York (U.S.A.) and The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York (U.S.A.).

Lui Chun Kwong was born in 
Guangdong, China in 1956, 
and was brought up in Hong 
Kong since 1962. He studied 
at the Department of Fine 
Arts of the National Taiwan 
Normal University in 1980. After 
obtaining a Master’s degree 
from the Goldsmiths’ College 
of the University of London in 
1994, Lui taught at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong and 
established his Yiliu Painting 
Factory in 2001, jointly holding 
its first open studio event with 
his students in the same year, 
which became a prelude to the 
Fotanian Open Studios series. A 
pioneer of Hong Kong abstract 
art and torchbearer of the city’s 
arts scene, Lui Chun Kwong 
continues to light the path with 
his audacious interpretations of 
traditional Chinese landscape, 
shan shui (mountain and water). 
The robust lines present in his 
works thrum the vigour of nature 
in its most rustic and primitive 

form. Lui has held numerous 
solo and group exhibitions in 
China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, the 
United Kingdom, and other parts 
of Asia. His works are collected 
in National Museum of History 
(Taiwan), Department of Fine 
Arts, National Taiwan Normal 
University (Taiwan), Hong 
Kong Museum of Art, Hong 
Kong Heritage Museum (Hong 
Kong), Hong Kong Arts Centre, 
The Art Gallery at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, 
Guangdong Museum of Art 
(China), Museum+, (Hong Kong), 
Long Museum of Art (China).

Huang Yuanqing was born 
in Shanghai, China in 1963, 
learning and practising 
calligraphy from a young 
age. He graduated from the 
Shanghai University of Science 
and Technology in 1985. Huang 
later studied at the Shanghai 
Normal University in 1987 and 
graduated from the Oil Painting 
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Department in 1989. He currently 
lives and works in Shanghai. 
A representative of Chinese 
calligraphic abstraction, Huang 
Yuanqing extracts visual 
elements of calligraphy into 
his lyrical paintings. As he 
sets the lines and stokes free, 
they transfigure into animated 
beats bursting with energy 
and spontaneity. Painting in a 
multitude of colours, his oeuvre 
is expressively free-spirited. 
Huang has held many solo 
and group exhibitions in China, 
Taiwan, Japan and other parts of 
Asia and Europe. His works are 
permanently collected in Ming 
Yuan Art Museum, Shanghai 
(China), Shanghai Art Museum 
(China), Shanghai Museum of 
Glass Art (China), Shanghai 
Zhangjiang Art Museum (China), 
China International Import Expo 
(China) and Arario Gallery.
Xue Song was born in 1965 in 

Anhui, China. He graduated from 
the Shanghai Drama Institute, 
Stage Design Department in 
1988. He currently resides and 
works in Shanghai. Hailed as a 
leading Contemporary Chinese 
Pop Art figure, ‘fire’, ‘ash’ 
and ‘fragments’ are just some 
keywords closely tied to Xue 
Song. Known for burning printed 
materials and later piecing the 
remnants to form collages, the 
artist cleverly examines the past 
through his ingenious way of 
appropriation. Xue Song has 
exhibited widely since his first 
solo exhibition in 1999. His 
works are permanently collected 
in the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston (U.S.A.). USC Pacific 
Asia Museum, Los Angeles, 
(U.S.A.) Sammlung Goetz, 
Munich (Germany), National 
Art Museum of China, Beijing 
(China), Shanghai Art Museum, 
Shanghai (China), Long 

Museum, Shanghai (China), 
How Art Museum, Shanghai 
(China), Xi’an Art Museum, Xi’an 
(China), Yuz Museum, Shanghai 
(China), Shanghai Baolong Art 
Museum (China), Guangdong 
He Art Museum (China), Ginza 
Art Museum, Tokyo (Japan), 
and more.

Jin Jie was born in 1965 in 
Jiangsu, China. He graduated 
from Oil painting studies in 
Nanjing University of the Arts in 
1991 and went on to achieve an 
M.A. in Western Arts and Lecture 
in 1997. In 2008, he went back 
to Nanjing University of the Arts 
to obtain a PhD in Fine Art. Jin 
Jie’s poetic oil paintings are a 
much-needed relief from the 
weighty societal issues that 
have been plaguing our minds 
these days. His semi-abstract 
works capture the zest of his 

historic hometown, Jiangsu, 
reduced to the most authentic 
way as his mind sees it, elegant 
and refined. Jin Jie has exhibited 
extensively within Jiangsu 
province and is a member of 
the prestigious China Artists 
Association amongst many 
other notable appointments 
in China. His works are 
permanently collected in Dadu 
Museum of Art (China), Jiangsu 
Art Museum (China), Suzhou Art 
Museum (China), Wuxi Phoenix 
Art Museum (China) and more. 
He continues to live and practice 
art in Nanjing, China, where he 
is a professor at his alma mater 
Nanjing University of the Arts.

In conjunction with Singapore 
Art Week 2021, Spring 
Rhapsody invites viewers to 
contemplate on the diversity of 
ideas and creativity.
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	 《春之曲》是對2021
年嶄新開始的期望。此群展
將展出張建君、呂振光、黃

淵青、薛松和金捷這五位分
別來自中國和香港的國際當
代藝術家們共25件作品。展
示其多元亦獨特的媒介和概
念的創作。

 張 健 君 1 9 5 5年生於
中國上海，是當代亞洲最
具紀律性和才華的藝術家之
一。1978年畢業於上海戲
劇學院美術系。他在80年代
中期搬到紐約工作。他現任
上海紐約大學美術系的兼職
教授，被譽爲中國抽象藝術
的開拓者，大膽前衛的實驗
作品跨越了繪畫、裝置、雕
塑和混合媒介的領域。此次
展出以墨為主要媒介及擁有
道家和禪宗哲學思想的的雕

塑，反映了時間和存在的流
逝與無常。其作品被摩根大
通（香港）、際藝術家博物
館，羅茲（波蘭）、上海美
術館（中國）、深圳藝術學
院，深圳（中國）、廣東美
術館，廣州（中國）、道瓊
斯公司，新澤西州（美國）
、傑拉西基金會收藏，加利
福尼亞（美國）、餘德耀美
術館，上海（中國）、弗雷
德裏克·R·韋斯曼藝術基金
會，加州（美國）、紐約布
魯克林博物館（美國）和大
都會藝術博物館，紐約（美
國）等美術館永久收藏。

 呂振光1956年出生於
中國廣東，1962年移居香
港。他1980年就讀於國立
臺灣師範大學美術系。1994
年獲得倫敦大學金史密斯學

前言 陳薈妃

院碩士學位後任教香港中
文大學藝術系及創作。他於
2001年成立一流畫廠，同年
與學生共同舉辦第一次“開
放畫室”活動，拉開了夥炭
藝術工作室開放計劃系列的
序幕。呂振光是香港抽象藝
術的先驅，也是香港藝術界
的火炬手，他對中國傳統景
觀山水的大膽詮釋，繼續照
亮著香港抽象藝術的康莊道
路。在他的作品中，粗獷的
線條將大自然的活力以最質
樸的形式表現出來。其作品
被國立歷史博物館（臺灣）
、國立臺灣師範大學美術系
（臺灣）、香港藝術博物
館、香港文化博物館、香港
藝術中心、香港中文大學美
術館、廣東美術館（中國）
、博物館+（香港）和龍美術
館（中國）永久收藏。

 黃 淵 青 1 9 6 3年出生
於中國上海，從小學習書
法。1985年，他畢業於上
海科技大學。他1987年就讀
上海師範大學油畫系，並在
1989年畢業。目前在上海
工作的黃淵青是中國書法抽
象學的代表人物。他將書法
的筆觸融匯到他的抒情繪畫
中，為帶來不一樣的視覺效
應。釋放般的線條和筆觸，
由他的畫筆變成了充滿活力
和自發性的節拍。他的作品
色彩斑斕，表現出自由奔放
的精神。其作品被上海美術
館（中國），上海明圓美術
館（中國），上海玻璃藝術
博物館（中國），上海張江
當代藝術館（中國），中國
國際進口博覽會，阿拉里奧畫
廊（中國和韓國）永久收藏。
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	 薛松1965年出生於中
國安徽。1988年從上海戲劇
學院舞臺設計系畢業。他目
前居住和工作於上海。對被譽
為中國當代波普藝術領軍人物
的薛松來說，“火”、“灰”
和“碎片”是一些與他密切相
關的關鍵詞。這位藝術家以焚
燒印刷材料，然後將殘餘物拼
接成拼貼畫而聞名，他巧妙
地通過挪用的方式審視了過往
記憶。其作品被波士頓美術博
物館（美國）、南加州太平洋
亞洲博物館、洛杉磯（美國）
、Sammlung	 Goetz，慕尼
黑（德國）、中國美術館，北
京（中國），上海美術館、上
海（中國）、龍美術館，上海
（中國）、How	Art	美術館，
上海（中國）、西安美術館，
西安（中國）、餘德耀美術
館，上海（中國），上海寶龍
美術館（中國），廣東和美術
館（中國）和銀座美術館，

東京（日本）等美術館永久
收藏。

	 金 捷 1 9 6 5年出生於
中國江蘇。他1991年畢業於
南京藝術大學油畫系，1997
年 獲 得 西 方 藝 術 碩 士 學
位。2008年，他回到南京藝
術大學攻讀美術博士學位。他
目前在他的母校南京藝術大學
擔任教授同時創作。金捷的油
畫富有詩意，為當今困擾著我
們的種種問題帶來了急需的解
脫。具有抽象畫面的作品捕捉
了他對歷史故鄉江蘇的熱情，
還原了他心中最理想，優雅和
精緻的境界。其作品被北京國
子監大都美術館（中國），江
蘇美術館（中國），蘇州美術
館（中國），無錫鳳凰美術館
（中國）等美術館永久收藏。

《春之曲》為2021年新加坡
藝術周項目之一。
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Zhang Jian-Jun 張健君
(b. 1955, China)

Hailing from Shanghai, China, Zhang Jian-Jun (b.1955) is one of 
the most disciplined and gifted contemporary Asian artists of our 
time. Zhang graduated from Shanghai Drama Institute’s Fine Arts 
Department in 1978. He moved to and worked in New York City in 
the mid-’80s. Today, Zhang is an Adjunct Professor at the Fine Arts 
Department of New York University, Shanghai.

Zhang’s art perforates the surface of East-West fusion and the idea 
of time, expressing his strikingly unique and profoundly perceptive 
musings. Exploring the essence of these topics, his art may not be 
instantaneously interpretable by many; however, this is also the very 
quality that elevates the intellectual element of his works, inviting viewer 
participation. Zhang demonstrates his gift in the artistic manipulation 
of time by re-creating the ancient scholar rock, (appreciated by 
Chinese scholars thousands of years ago,) with modern material 
such as silicone rubber. Creatively, he has resurrected a fragment of 

history and propelled episodic moments from that distant time to this 
present age. These consequential works are evidently contemporary 
and undoubtedly unique. He was also involved in the Golden Globe 
Awards Party 2007 where he was commissioned to install his scholar 
rock sculpture, Mirage Garden #5.

Zhang has held many solo-exhibitions and over 100 group-exhibitions 
in China, the United States and other parts of Asia and Europe. 
His works are collected permanently in JP Morgan (Hong Kong), 
International Artists Museum, Lodz (Poland), Shanghai Art Museum 
(China), Shenzhen Art Institute, Shenzhen (China), Guangdong 
Museum of Art, Guangzhou (China), the Dow Jones Company, New 
Jersey (U.S.A.), Djerassi Foundation Collection, California (U.S.A.), 
Yuz Museum, Shanghai (China), Frederick R. Weisman Foundation of 
Art, California (U.S.A.), Brooklyn Museum, New York (U.S.A.) and The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York (U.S.A.).



16 17

Ink Rock

2019-2020
102x56x39cm
Chinese Ink and Mixed Media
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Lui Chun Kwong 呂振光
(b. 1956, China/Hong Kong)

Lui Chun Kwong was born in Guangdong, China in 1956, and was 
brought up in Hong Kong since 1962. He studied at the Department 
of Fine Arts of the National Taiwan Normal University in 1980 and 
returned to Hong Kong after graduation. He obtained a Master’s 
degree from the Goldsmiths’ College of the University of London in 
1994.

Lui founded the Hong Kong Modern Art Society of Watercolour with 
fellow artists in 1988, and chaired the Society for the first three years. 
He also served as Chairman of the Hong Kong Visual Art Society 
from 1988 to 2002. Lui joined the Department of Fine Arts of the 
Chinese University of Hong Kong from 1985 to 2010, teaching studio 
courses on Western media and supervising M.F.A. students.

Lui Chun Kwong established his Yiliu Painting Factory in 2001 and 
jointly held its first open studio event with his students in the same 
year, which became a prelude to the Fotanian Open Studios series.

Lui has held numerous solo and group exhibitions in China, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, United Kingdom, and other parts of Asia. His works 
are collected in National Museum of History (Taiwan), Department of 
Fine Arts, National Taiwan Normal University (Taiwan), Hong Kong 
Museum of Art, Hong Kong Heritage Museum (Hong Kong), Hong 
Kong Arts Centre, The Art Gallery at the Chinese University of Hong 
Kong, Guangdong Museum of Art (China), Museum+, (Hong Kong), 
Long Museum of Art (China).
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Landscape No 9089

1999
183x122cm
Acrylic and Mixed Media on Linen
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Landscape No 9126

1996
183x122cm
Acrylic on Linen
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The Window

1996
92x108cm
Acrylic and Mixed Media on Linen
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Huang Yuanqing 黃淵青
(b. 1963, China)

Huang Yuanqing was born in Shanghai, China in 1963, learning and 
practicing calligraphy from a young age. He graduated from the 
Shanghai University of Science and Technology in 1985. Huang later 
studied at the Shanghai Normal University in 1987 and graduated 
from the Oil Painting Department in 1989. He currently lives and 
works in Shanghai.

A representative of Chinese calligraphic abstraction, Huang extracts 
visual elements of calligraphy into his lyrical paintings. As he sets the 
lines and stokes free, they transfigure into animated beats bursting 
with energy and spontaneity. Painting in a multitude of colours, his 
oeuvre is expressively free-spirited. 

Huang has held many solo and group exhibitions in China, Taiwan, 
Japan and other parts of Asia and Europe. His works are permanently 
collected in Ming Yuan Art Museum, Shanghai (China), Shanghai Art 
Museum (China), Shanghai Museum of Glass Art (China), Shanghai 
Zhangjiang Art Museum (China), China International Import Expo 
(China) and Arario Gallery (China and Korea).
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2015-2020-2

2020
53x46cm
Oil and Acrylic on Canvas
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2020-9

2020
53x46cm
Oil and Acrylic on Canvas
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2019-2020-1

2020
110x130cm
Oil and Acrylic on Canvas
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2019-2020-2

2020
130x110cm
Oil and Acrylic on Canvas
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2019-2020-3

2020
130x110cm
Oil and Acrylic on Canvas



46 47

2020-8

2020
130x110cm
Oil on Canvas
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Xue Song 薛松
(b. 1988, Anhui, China)

Xue Song was born in 1965 in Anhui, China. He graduated from the 
Shanghai Drama Institute, Stage Design Department in 1988. He 
currently resides and works in Shanghai.

Xue Song’s art focuses on expression in the negative spaces that 
are usually overlooked. Soot and ash are crucial elements in his art, 
and the outlines of many of the figures in his works look as if they 
have been burned. For Xue, ash is a reminder of fate and a symbol 
of rebirth. Fire, a form of mourning for Xue, plays a central role in 
his work. After one that burned down his studio in the early 1990s, 
destroying all of his work to date, Xue used the charred leftovers of 
pictures rescued from the ashes as fragments in his new works. The 
collages laced with traces of fire became a tactile site of remembrance 
and reflection.

Xue Song’s distinctive collages also represent many different aspects 
of Chinese culture. He incorporates and combines elements of 

traditional Chinese paintings, ancient calligraphy, folk art, religious 
icons, legendary figures and historical photographs with elements 
manifested in the collective cultural memory in his works. Xue’s 
methodology is one of appropriation, manipulation and subversion 
in order to create a subjective universe that manifests his personal 
memories and loses.

Xue Song has exhibited widely since his first solo exhibition in 1999. 
His works are permanently collected in Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 
(U.S.A.). USC Pacific Asia Museum, Los Angeles, (U.S.A.) Sammlung 
Goetz, Munich (Germany), National Art Museum of China, Beijing 
(China), Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai (China), Long Museum, 
Shanghai (China), How Art Museum, Shanghai (China), Xi’an Art 
Museum, Xi’an (China), Yuz Museum, Shanghai (China), Shanghai 
Baolong Art Museum (China), Guangdong He Art Museum (China), 
Ginza Art Museum, Tokyo (Japan), and more.
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Feng Zikai New Interpretation of Old Verses

2016
60x80cm
Mixed Media on Canvas

豐
子
愷
詩
意

好
鳥
枝
頭
亦
朋
友
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Feng Zikai New Interpretation of Old Verses

2018
60x120cm
Mixed Media on Canvas

豐
子
愷
詩
意

白
雲
無
事
常
來
往
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Feng Zikai New Interpretation of Old Verses

2019
120x60cm
Mixed Media on Canvas

豐
子
愷
詩
意

兵
氣
消
爲
日
月
光
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Feng Zikai New Interpretation of Old Verses

2019
140x90cm
Mixed Media on Canvas

豐
子
愷
詩
意

小
桌
呼
朋
三
面
坐

留
將
一
面
與
桃
花

，
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Feng Zikai New Interpretation of Old Verses

2019
140x90cm
Mixed Media on Canvas

豐
子
愷
詩
意

老
牛
亦
是
知
音
者

橫
笛
聲
中
緩
步
行

，
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Feng Zikai New Interpretation of Old Verses

2019
90x140cm
Mixed Media on Canvas

豐
子
愷
詩
意

家
住
夕
陽
江
上
村
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Jin Jie
(b. 1965, Jiangsu, China)

Jin Jie was born in 1965 in Jiangsu, China. He graduated from Oil 
painting studies in Nanjing University of the Arts in 1991 and went on 
to achieve an M.A. in Western Arts and Lecture in 1997. In 2008, he 
went back to Nanjing University of the Arts to obtain a PhD in Fine 
Art.

The lyrical nature of Jin Jie’s semi-abstract works is a testament of 
his mastery of western traditional of oil painting techniques. With 
over two decades of exploration and development within one of the 
most competitive art institutions in China, Jin Jie employs inviting 
colours, notably various shades of grey, black and white, with 
occasional strokes of colours, to portray the rural landscape of his 
beloved homeland.

Jin Jie feels a strong affinity to his homeland, a personal and familiar 
place deeply rooted where his spirit lifts when he encounters her 
beautiful landscape and scenery. This is evident in his work where 
we observe generous layers of oil streaked across the canvas, in 
quick and vigorous strokes, capturing not the minute details but the 
essence of the place, of the atmospheric qualities of the Jiangsu 

landscape and also the essence of the artist’s state of mind and his 
response to the place.

As such, Jin Jie instinctively captures the spirit of Jiangnan 
style – where the works are poetic rather than political in today’s 
contemporary art scene. Despite the weighty societal changes 
occurring in China, the artist has allowed viewers to adopt a unique 
perspective of his hometown, casting aside the stuffy, industrialized 
atmosphere that precedes economic development, and drawing 
attention to the presence of a poetic, tireless cultural code that binds 
a country with its people.

Jin Jie has exhibited extensively within Jiangsu province and is a 
member of the prestigious China Artists Association amongst many 
other notable appointments in China. His works are permanently 
collected in Dadu Museum of Art (China), Jiangsu Art Museum (China), 
Suzhou Art Museum (China), Wuxi Phoenix Art Museum (China) and 
more. He continues to live and practice art in Nanjing, China, where 
he is a professor at his alma mater Nanjing University of the Arts.



70 71

Greenery in the Rain

2019
120x120cm
Oil on Canvas

暗
雨
枝
青
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Garden of Lotus and Pines

2016
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

藕
園
松
立
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Cloudy Day

2016
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

音
雨
暮
臨



76 77

Mild Fragrance

2017
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

暗
香
疏
影
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Mountain Greenery

2017
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

碧
山
蒼
林
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Emptiness

2019
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

空
境
尋
芳
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Stone Path

2019
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

石
徑
斜
松
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Living Among Greenery

2019
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

幽
居
翠
微
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Scattering Leaves on a Wall

2019
160x160cm
Oil on Canvas

零
葉
倚
壁
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